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Section i. 

JL Anxiously availed myfelf of a favourable opportunity which occurred, 
to obtain fome infight into the real ftate of the natives of North Ame- 
rica. I knew from a thoufand fources, that they hunted, and fought, 
and harangued, that they danced and fung, and amufed themfelves with 
various fports ; but I was at a lofs to know whether they were fatif- 
fied with thofe exertions of their powers, or amufed themfelves in their 
hours of leifure, between the bufy a&s of life, with exercifes of me- 
mory, invention and fancy; whether they laughed and wept at ficti- 
tious tales as we do, and conjured, up the forms of imaginary beings 
to divert and inftruft them. Not content with feeing the bark of a 
Wigwam, and the outfide ceremonial ■ exhibited to ftrangers, I wilhed 
to know what pafled in its recefles, and in the hearts of its inhabitants. 
My wiflies were, in this refpeft, fully gratified by the friendfhip of a 
Miami Chief, who, adopting me according to their cuftom, in the place 
of a deceafed friend, by whofe name I was diftinguilhed, entered warmly 
into my views, and gave me his confidence. I have derived from him 
a great deal of information relative to his countrymen, which I at leaft 
think interefting. For the prefent, I fhall confine myfelf to notices re- 
fpefting this friendly chief, and fome of the works of Indian fancy, 

which 



102 

which he communicated, with the addition of a few general remarks 
upon Indian language. In the examples I have fele&ed for the view of 
my friends, I have preferved, the incidents with fidelity, as he related them, 
but unlefs I could reprefent them on paper with the united powers of an 
aftor and an improvifatore, an actor too, that extends his imitations even to 
animals, it would be impoffible to give an idea of the expreflive effect, 
of his relations. The chief I fpeak of, is the celebrated Tchikanakoa, 
who commanded the united Indians at the defeat of General St. Clair j 
an uncommon man, for with the talents and fame of an accomplilhed 
warrior, he is the uniform fupporter of peace and order, among five or 
fix tribes who put their truft in him; fimple, wife, temperate, ardent 
in his purfuits j fpeaking different languages eloquently ; attached to the 
hereditary chief of his tribe, whom he fupports though he might fup- 
plant ; prefcrving his dignity among the vulgar of every rank, by a 
correct referve ; to his friends, as it were, unembodied, fhewing all the 
movements of his foul, gay, witty, pathetic, playful by turns, as his feel- 
ings are drawn forth by natural occafions ; above all things fincere. 
Such is the outline of the character of that nobly endowed Indian, who 
gratified my curiofity by recitals of the tales and fables of his country- 
men, of which the following are a fpecimen. While the weapons, dreffes, 
and trinkets of thefe people find their way into our cabinets, thefe or- 
naments drawn from the Indian wardrobe of the mind, the dreffes in 
which they exhibit the creations of their fancy, may by fome be thought 
not uncurious.* The North American India'ns have no other, for far 
to the fouthward of the Mifiuri, as I have been informed, and from 
thence to the Northern Ocean, they have no idea of poetry, as it de- 
rives its character from rhime or meafure. Their fongs are Ihort en- 
thufiaftic fentences, fubje&ed to no laws of compofitiori, accompanied by 
monotonous mufic, either rapid or flow, according to the fubject, or the 

fancy 

* These are Miami tales and fables. Mr. Kirwan, our learned prefident has (hewn 
me a paffage in Mr. Gibbon, where that writer expreffes himfelf with enthufiafm, on the 
fubjeft of an original Iroquois tale. 
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fancy of the finger. Their apologues are numerous and ingenious, 
abounding with incidents, and are all calculated to convey fome favou- 
rite lefibn. Their tales too, generally inculcate fome moral truth, or 
fome maxim of prudence or policy- I recollect one where the misfor- 
tunes of a great chief are fo linked with his vices, and wind up fo fatally at 
laft, that a man of worth whom he fought to opprefs, is by his own agency, 
made the inftrument of his dellruftion, and eftabliflied as his fucceflbr. 
The private virtues of this fucceflbr, particularly his refpect for the other 
fex, the want of which was the great vice of his predeceflbr, is made 
the foundation of his fame, and of the profperity which attended him 
through life. This is one of the tales of the women. Another is ad- 
dreffed to the youth, teaching them how to avoid or overcome thofe 
often fatal panics to which unforefeen accidents in the woods expofe 
young hunters ; this is done by enumerating the terrifying appearances 
moft likely to occur, and accounting for them in a natural way. In 
another, the particular duties of women are enforced, by fliewing how 
certain women who deviated from ordinary rules, were perfecuted by 
the Manitoo of the woods; in the progrefs of which, they are made 
to owe their fafety, in various trials, to fome particular aft of female 
difcretion or delicacy, which they had before negle&ed. 

The Indians have their Circe* as well as the Greeks, flie is very fe- 
ducing, and the fate of her votaries very terrible ; the ftrokes of the 
pencil, by which flie is drawn are mafterly, but the tales refpefting this 
lady are only calculated for the ears of the men. This people, worthy of 
a better fate, are gradually degenerating and wafting away ; I have feen 
an Indian nation already fo degraded, that it cannot produce a Angle 
orator. Half a century will efface their bell peculiarities, and fo multi- 
plied are the caufest of their decline, perhaps extinguifli them altogether. 

" The 

* Vide poll Fabulam Se<5t : 5. luci datam. 

f The epidemic finall-pox mentioned by Mr. Hearne, in his Journal, carried off the 
year the French took poffefiion of the fettlements in Hudfon's Bay, one half of the whole 
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" The dark cloud from the eaft, (the ftrong painting of the Miami 
chief), dafhing againfl our coaft, burfting on our fhores, and at length 
drifting its rack in broken, but ftill fpreading and advancing mafles, 
over our land, has not only deftroyed whole nations of Indians, but has 
cankered and withered and blafted whatever is left that bears the In- 
dian name."* If it be true that a tafte for pleafures not merely fenfual 
refines thofe fenfibilities that conduct to the extremes of happinefs or 
mifery, perhaps the flight view I have given in the following pages, of 
the innocent amufements of the Indian people, may furnifh an additional 
motive to treat them with humanity.* The only excufe for the harlh 

dominion 

Indian population in North America, from the Miffi/ippi to the mojl rll/lant North, fome 
tribes, as I ;im credibly informed, were left without a man, the enfuing years, many of 
the women and children, who .had efcaped the difeafe, perifhed by famine. In a few 
years the boys of thofe tribes, who had fuffered moft, arrived at an age which enabled 
them to hunt ; . this firft put an effectual flop to the deftru&ion by famine. The In- 
dian chief who is faid -by Mr. Hearne to have put himfelf to death, on hearing that 
the French had taken poffeffion of the Englifh forts, did end his life by fuicide. But 
the caufe .of his defpair was the lofs of his wife and children, all of whom perifhed 
by the fmall-pox. This is one of .the very, few miftakes which occur in Mr. Hearne's 
moft excellent narrative, faithful in defcribing mariners. It is, however, pbfitively af- 
ferted by many of thofe Indians who accompanied him to the northward, that he 
never faw the Coppermine river, but flopping with the women, when his male compa- 
nions declared their, determination to , exterminate the Efkimaux, remaiaed till the re- 
turn of the war-party, and took his account both of the fituation of the river, and the 
particulars of the maffacre, from their narrative. 

* I do not mean to exaggerate any thing, nor to play the rhetorician on the philantro- 
phift ; the perfceutions of Spain, I know have ceafed, the benefits of the other powers 
bordering upon th.efe .retiring .tribes, flow towards them, however inadequately, with be- 
nevolent and found intentions. Their vexations now arife from individual injuries, the 
confequence of ill executed laws, their internal evils from the inadequacy of their con- 
flttutions to their prefent exigencies, from their confined territory, from deep rooted 
mifchiefs long fince introduced and flill in operation. The tribes of the coaft, fuch I 
wean as have, not entirely perifhed off the face of the earth, are difperfed like wanderers. 
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dominion affumed by man over the brutes, is that the ftroke which de- 
prives them of exiftence, is neither painfully anticipated nor long the 
fubject of furviving regret. It is far different with the Indian, his an- 
Vol. IX. O ticispations 

If we take the Delawares for an example, unhoufed by what is called compact, we lhall 
find one mifcrable band hiding their misfortunes among the Senekas ; another has found 
Jhelter among the Mohawks j a third has taken refuge among the diftant Miamis 
of the lakes ; while a fourth has been compelled to feek out a home on the weftern 
banks of the Mi/lifipi. Little more than a o:ntury ago, the fertile territory of Pennfyl- 
vania, was their undifputcd inheritance. I do not mean to arraign the jufticc, or the 
fovereignty of cultivators ; nor to impede the affection of their prerogative claims. From 
the mode of that afTertion, however, the extinction of the native tribes without an a8vve 
interference is become inevitable. From what quarter can we expect this neceffary aid 
more naturally, than from the generality of Great Britain ? from the humanity of that 
younger nation of Britifh origin, which has divided her refponlibility in the weft ? from 
the juftice of the high minded relenting Spaniard, at length liftening to the voice of 
nature ? With a view to relief, there arc two claffes of Indians to be confidered, thole 
who touch upon the European fcttlcments, and thofe who are more remote. With refpect 
to the firft of thofe claffes, the evils to be confidered are, lft, the neceffary fcarcity of 
peltry,' and venifon, that is to fay, of food and clothing, from the reftricted hunting 
grounds, and the effeft of a neighbouring unimparted cultivation. 2dly, the private ag- 
greffions and unwarrantable ufurpations of Indian territory, and that whole detail of 
reciprocated crimes, practifed between corrupted Indians, and unprincipled adventurors, 
that harrafs'the frontier. 3dly, the internal diforders, murders, and depopulation, which 
arife from • intoxicating poifons fupplied to the Indians. 4-thly, the defective powers of 
the chiefs and fathers of the tribes, to reftrain crimes and irregularities, which a cor- 
ruption of morals has introduced or augmented ; jthlyi the dreadful ravages of con- 
tagious fmall-pox, fatal to the Indian nations beyond any former examples. To diminifh 
thefe evils, requires much patient confideration; and in executing the plans, a humane 
attention muft be paid to Indian prejudices and cuftoms. To me it feems obvious that 
the effe£tual introduction of the plow, the fcythe, the fliecpfold, the hardy" Irving hog, 
are with refpect to fome of thefe tribes of primary neceflity. Inoculation practifed by a 
few young and aCtive phyficians, chofen with humane hearts, a fpirit of enterprize, ai 
contempt of luxury, and a capacity to acquire Indian languages might eafily be taught to 
the Indian doctors, who are often men of talents and difcernment, and would foon be- 
come hallowed as an Indian rite. As a fecondary objeft could there be a more effectual 
mode of acquiring a knowledge of Indian remedies, indifputably valuable ? and extend- 
ing the empire of the natural hiflorian ? In aid of the execution of wholefome laws, for 
preventing a corrupting or predatory intercourfe between the white and red carts, and 
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ticipations are terrible ; he fees his, approaching ruin, he fees it appalled ; 
it haunts him in his fofitude, it fills, him with bitternefs when he beholds 
his. devoted children. The tales of his. anceftors recall its firft diflant ap- 
proaches. The found of the axe in the neighbouring foreft tells him it is 
at hand! Under circumftances fo aweful, I was anxious to fnatch up a 
few flight memorials of this people, before their fate fhould be finally fealed. 
It is a part of the defliny of an unlettered people, to write their memo- 
rials with the pen of a ftranger. They have no alternative, imperfect 
reprefentation, or blank oblivion.-r-But of whom are we fpeaking ? who 
are thefe evanefcent tribes? and in what clafs of created beings is pof- 
terity to place them ? alk the Abenaki, (whom the humanity of our* go- 
vernment ftill fulfers to remain on the coaft) he will tell you, defcribing 
himfelf by the name of his nation, that he is the Man of the land; afk 
the llinois, he will tell you boldly, he is Inini (fomctimes pronounced 
Ilini) the man; afk the Iroquois, he claims, to be onghi onwi, the real 
man ; alk the numerous nations, who fpeak the Algonquin tongue,;- 1 their 
pretenfions advance, for they aflat they are Nijhinapek (their common 
name) doubly men; afk their Spanifh neighbours, they call them Barba- 
rian infidels ; afk the American frontier fettler, (whom they ftile Kichi- 
mucomaiit literally Long knife') by him they are denominated Savages, the 
Canadian too affirms ce font des Sauvages.; afk the Paus, the Raynals, 
and thofe other wife men ■ of Europe, who without ever having feen 
the fmokes of an Indian village take the trouble,, at three thoufand miles 
diftance, to dogmatize and write volumes upon their nature, powers, 
and capacities, phyfical, moral, and intellectual; thefe great men. will 
tell you they are an inferior race of men. To what opinion fhall we 
hold? what confUtutes a man ? what energies entitle him to rank. high 
in his fpecies? If a well organized" brain, a bofom. ftored with natural 

feelings 

the too eafy fupplies of intoxicating poifons, clear lines of demarcation, (including a 
fpace of neutral territorry between the fettlers frontier and. the boundary..ofthe : native) would 
be a ufeful meafure of precaution. With refpect to, thofe tribes, which- are not yetprefled 
upon by the advancing tide of population, teach them inoculation to. meet epidemic in- 
fection, and leave them to nature. 



feelings atid affeftions, if a body a&ive and enduring, a pallion for fports, 
a love for manly pleafures, if contempt of danger, the firm grafp of 
friendftiip, the fife of eloquence, the devotion to a country, if the com- 
binations more or Iefs varied of thefe a&ive, heroic, and focial virtues, 
are the chara&erifticks of a man, I do from my foul believe the Indian 
teftimony j the man of the land is a man, a real man, and not of that/«- 
fefior race of men, conceived by the philofophers. Obferve too at what 
time this eftimate of Indian talent is made, while the Indian is yet in 
his infancy, and in the griftle,; with a fcanty agriculture, no paftoral 
riches, his f efouf ce the wildernefs : lefs advanced in the paths of civilized 
life, than the half-lettered Greek tribes, when they firfl united under 
the banners of Agamemnon ; thofe very tribes who a few centuries after- 
Wards replaced the names of Achilles, UlyfTes,' and Neffor, with thofe 
of Epaminondas, Plato, and Homer. I have named Homer but cer- 
tainly without any profane allufion, the fimple reduttions here communi- 
cated are the firfl dawnings of genius ; fuch tales and fables as might have 
paffed current at the fcaean gate, or beguiled the hours at the fhips, or 
under the tents at the Scamander. Though the age of Homer would have 
difclaimed them, may they hot refemble the amufements of the age of 
Homer's heroes, the precurfbf s of Homer ? 



Sect. ii. 
THE SOLITARY HUNTEH, 

A SERIOUS TALE OF THE INDIANS. 

A certain man feparated himfelf from the fociety of his fellows, and 
took up his abode in a defart place, in a remote part of the wildernefs. 
His pra&ice was to hunt by day, and to retire at night to his fequeftered 
wigwam. He kept a brother the only one of his race with whom he had 
any conneaion, confined in a gloomy cave* which he had hollowed out 
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for his priibn, clofe adjoining to his own habitation. Him he vifited every 
night, merely to impart a portion of food, fufficient to continue his ex- 
igence, and immediately after, without any confoling difcourfe, to miti- 
gate the rigour of his confinement, fliut up the entrance of the cave, co- 
vered it, with leaves and bark, and retired. This unfortunate brother, 
from having his hair of a fiery red, infectious to the touch, was known 
among the men of his nation by the name of the red man. After purfuing 
this favage life for many winters, its unbroken uniformity at length proved 
fo irkfome to the folitary hunter, that he refolved to procure himfelf a 
female companion ; and having firft provided his brother with a fufficient 
quantity of water and dried venifon, to fatisfy the calls of nature, during 
his abfence ; he fet out to realize his project. After a journey of many 
moons, he difcovercd by the fmokes that he was in the neighbourhood 
of a village. He approached it, but declining to prefent himfelf at the 
houfe of council, he flopped at a remote hut feparated from the other 
habitations by intervening trees, where finding a folitary woman, he en- 
tered, and was received in the houfe of a widow. She preffed him to 
feek the ufual reception of ftrangers, by repairing to the village, but he 
told her it was his defire to remain concealed ; and prefenting her with 
fome deer's flefh, which he had brought with him for his nights fubfift- 
ence, he abode there. Ere the morning was yet grey, he arofe and 
departed, and returned after the doling in of night, with a deer which 
he had killed. A portion of the flefli he referved for their domeftic ufe> 
the remainder he informed the widow ftie might diflribute among her 
friends, taking care to conceal the caufe by which, inftead of receiving 
contributions, flie was' enabled to beftow. The next morning, he ha- 
ving departed as before, the widow repaired to the village and pre- 
fented her venifon to the wife of the chief who was her relation, 
but without communicating the fecret. In the evening her gueft 
appeared, bringing with him two deer of extraordinary excellence. 
Having power to difpofe of them, flie the next day (the ftranger having 
left her as before) carried her prefents to the village. Attention was now 
awakened to the fource of the widow's wealth, flie declined to fpeak 
aloud, but gave it to be underftood in whifpers by the women, that a 
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great hunter, whom fhe was bound to conceal, who appeared to come 
from fome very diftant country, was the providore of her bounty. The 
prefents of the widow encreafed from day to day, till at length their 
magnitude excited the curiofity of the whole nation, whofe joint efforts 
fcarcely equalled the fuccefs of this Angle hunter, notwithftanding their 
fuperior knowledge of the beft hunting grounds. In converfation the 
ftranger had intimated to his friends that he was unmarried, and defiroits 
to procure himfelf a wife ; this too was communicated as a fecret : and 
at length, as the chief of the village had a daughter to bellow in mar- 
riage, and the extraordinary virtues of the ftranger offered an advan- 
tageous alliance, it was refolved to invade his folitude at the widow's 
houfe, and draw him into fociety. The fon of the chief fought and ob- 
tained his acquaintance, he fuffered himfelf to be entreated, and at length 
yielded to the repeated entreaties of his friend, to become an inmate in 
the chiefs family. He there faw the chief's daughter, he found her pof- 
feffed of thofe qualities which engaged his affections ; returning one day 
from a fuccefsful chace, he communicated his wifhes of an alliance to her 
brother, who without hefitation gave him his fitter.'* The feftivities 
attending the marriage were long continued. The feafts were provided 
by the exertions of the ftrange hunter, who never failed to return from 
the foreft, richly provided with game. Thus the moons rolled away. 
At length the ftranger thought of his return. His wife's family oppofed 
it in vain, his wife followed him reluctantly. Arrived at the abode of her 
hufband, fhe found it the feat of folitude, his days were paffed at the 
chace, the fhades of the night always preceded his return, and her me- 
lancholy and apprehenfion were encreafed, by obferving that uniformly 
after their repaft, her hufband, as if by ftealtli, carried with him the 
tongues and marrow of the animals he had killed, and after a fliort ab- 
fence, during which he difpofed of them in fome unknown place, re- 
turned 

* The Indian brother, almoft exclufively makes his fitters -marriages, as he is beft ac- 
quainted with the character and accomplifhments of the young men of his nation with 
whom he pafTes his life, this talk devolves on him with evident utility, 
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turned. By his command flie abftained for fome time' from gratifying 
her curiofity by following his fteps upon thefe occafions. At times when 
fhe feemed to be afleep, to try her, he would call out, " your bed is on 
fire". He had obferved, and was fatisfied by her obedience. At length 
ftealing after him unnoticed, Ihe faw with horror the barriers of the pri- 
fon removed, and had jufl ftrength enough left to regain her place, when 
her hufband returned ; he perceived her agitation, he fufpe&ed the caufe, 
and with a voice and look of rage, in dark fpeeches infinuated the fatal 
confequences of difobedience to his commands. She paffed the night 
fleeplefs, the day relieved her from her conftraint by the accuftomed ab- 
fence of her hufband. Horror however fo far overpowered her that flic 
had not courage to ftir abroad. He feigning to go to ihe chacc as ufual, 
flopped at a fhort didancc from the wigwam, where he continued motion* 
lefs during the whole day, with his eyes rivetted on the entrance of the 
cave. Seeing night arrive without any fteps approaching it, he conn* 
dered his fufpicions as unfounded ; and returned home at the ufual hour, 
for the firft time announcing an unfuccefsful chace. His compofed looks 
befpoke confidence and infpired it, and the next day after a night of re- 
pofe, he took his accuftomed courfe with his accuftomed phlegm in pur- 
fuit of his prey. His wife's curiofity now overcame her terror, ■ and 
Ihe obeyed its fuggeftions by approaching the fpot, where by the glim- 
mering light of the fire fhe had feen her hufband defcend. As fhe re- 
moved fome of the loofe bark and leaves, the found of her feet upon: 
the hollow ground, roufed the half torpid fenfes of the fubterraneous 
inhabitant and drew forth his groans. The voice feemed human; fhe 
approached nearer, the voice was human. She removed the bark 
which covered the mouth of the cave, and beheld a wretch whom 
fhe foon recognized for a brother. She learnt his ftory, fhe wept 
over his fufferings, fhe adminiftered to his wants, her converfation like 
a charm gave him new cxiftcncc, and imparting relief fhe found con- 
folation even in this cave of darknefs. When evening approached 
the bark • and leaves were replaced, and the feparated wretches 
now added to their former griefs, apprehenfions for each other. The 
tyrant returned, his fufpicions were not awakened. From day to 
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day, with frefh delight, the intercourfe of the fufferers was renew- 
ed. Having gained ftrength, the emaciated prifoner was at length in- 
duced to clamber up the fides of his cavern, to enjoy the warmth of the 
fun. His ghaftly looks and matted hair engaged the humanity of his filter. 
She feparated the clotted knots with which his locks were entangled, and re- 
moved the clammy concretions that mantled on his forehead ; he returned 
to his abode of darknefs, relieved by her kind offices, and fhe awaited 
the approach of night with redoubled apprehenfions. Her hufband re- 
turned, he furveyed her by the light of the fire, he fcrutinized her 
looks, he examined her trembling hands ; he obferved her fingers ftained 
with an unufual red ; fhe funk down in an agony of defpair. She was 
only roufed from it, to behold the fevered head of her brother, the 
viftim of her kindnefs, in the hands of his murderer, fufpended by his 
long red hair, and yet palpitating with life. She inftinftively rufhed 
forward to the fpot ; the murderer vanifhed, terrified by the approach 
of a woman. The air refounded with his fcreams. The moon as he fled, 
difcQvered his frantic and favage courfe through the clearings of the 
woods, till at length he was buried in the thickets. There flill might 
be heard the refoundings of the trees, which he wounded as he patted 
along with the brandifhed head. He at length ftruek a hollow tree, 
the objeft of his feareh, when hurling the head with its fiery trefles, 
to > a great height in the air, with a wrfL-dise&ed aim, it was lodged 
in its defcent in the trunk of an ancient oak hoHowed by lightning. 
He then with wolf-like yells, announced his approaching change, and 
adding to his nature what alone was wanting, the fhape and figure of a 
wolf, took his range with the other beafts of the foreft. The extreme 
of torture with which his wife had been harrowed, abated by degrees 
in its agonies, as fhe lay extended near the body of her brother; till 
exhaufted by fuffering, fhe gradually funk into repofe. She awoke com- 
pofed j the obje&s around her renewed her tortures. The fame in- 
ftincT: which led her to the fpot at firft, now forced her to abandon 
it j and fhe fought a fhelter from the horror it prefented, in the deepeft 
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receffes of the woods. The fenfe of pain from the wounds of obftru&- 
ing brambles firft roufed her, the frownings of the ravines and pre- 
cipices awed her, the weaknefs produced by fatigue and hunger fuc- 
ceeded in recalling her diftra&ed thoughts to the contemplation of her 
fad condition. Thrown on a bank, exhaufted and hopelefs^ a diftant noife 
attracted her. As it feemed to break in articulate founds, fhe turned 
round towards the quarter from which it proceeded ; fhe liftened ; fhe 
arofe ; fhe advanced j fhe paufed ; fhe advanced with a precipitated ftep ; 
and recognized the voice of her wretched brother. The furprize opera- 
ting on her enfeebled mind, fhe forgot for the moment the dreadful 
cataflrophe . fhe had juft witnefTed, and believed him ftill alive, unmuti- 
latedi Her illufion was deflroycd by hearing a narration of the me- 
lancholy truth. The voice from the hollow oalc, direfled her where 
to find berries. She fat, and was refrefhed. She afcended to the hollow 
of the tree, where the head was enclofed, and letting down a cord of 
twilled bark, drew it forth with a mixture of horror and de- 
light. She placed it in her bofom : it became her counfellor: it pur- 
veyed for her fubfiftence : it directed her courfe : it indicated her places 
of reft. When they halted, fhe placed it in fome elevated place, on 
a bed of mofs, where it feemed to tafte repofe ; when they journeyed, 
its confolation charmed away fatigue : and it watched over her during the 
feafon of darknefs. Its power among the foreft-tribes was wonderfully 
manifefted. By the direftions it gave her, Jhe placed it upon fome flock 
or decayed branch, in the neighbourhood of thofe beaten paths, by 
which the deer and Caribou are accuftomed to pafs. Its imitations of 
their calls invited their approach. A powerful fafcination drew them to 
the fpot. And the vi&im marked out for a repafl, fell inftantly dead, 
penetrated by the glances of the head, each one of which had the power 
to kill. 

The florm was now pafl'cd over, and a better world feemed to open 
through the feparating clouds. The wants of hunger fupplied, the fears 
of danger banifhed, and a compofure hitherto never experienced by this 
woman fince her marriage, rendered her fituation comparatively enviable. 

It, 
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It however, fell far fliort of the fancied charms of fociety, heightened 
by privation, and almoft prefent to her fenfes. The cheerful buzz of the 
village, the labours of the field fweetened by the converfe of her com- 
panions, love, friendfhip, the endearing domeflic ties, the fports, the paf- 
times, the thoufand delights of fecial life, all ruflied upon her mind, 
now relieved from the preffure of urgent fuffering; and rendered the 
uniformity of her mode of living at firft irkfome, and in the end infup- 
portable. She could not conceal her diftra&ions from her quick-fighted 
companion. He endeavoured to amufe her by varied converfation, by 
recitals of adventures real or imagined ; he furnifeed her with the moft 
palatable food ; made her drink from the fweeteft fprings ; and led her 
through the faireft tracts of the foreft ; but all was in vain. Did he 
fliew her the beauties of the wildernefs, fee was blind ; did he warn 
her of the dangers of the frequented village, he fpoke to the winds. 
Finding her thoughts diftra&ed almoft to the pitch of alienation, he re- 
folved to indulge her in her wifees. And bending their courfe towards a 
place of human refort, (which they did under his guidance,) he found 
by degrees her ufual compofure return. He availed himfelf of the change; 
to imprefs her mind with what he deemed three neceffary truths, that 
his councils were eflential to extricate her from the perils which might 
await her; that fee feould avoid too ftricV a connexion with feeming 
but untried friends ; and above all, that fee feould conceal his head 
from the __ view of all mortals; upon the - obfervance of which laft in- 
junction more efpecially, the fate of both depended. She clafped the 
friendly head ftill clofer to her bofom $ and aflbciating it with her heart, 
proceeded firft by doubtful, and then beaten paths, through opening 
forefts of fweet maples, ending in cultivated fields covered with corn, 
to the centre of a fpacious village, where every thing flie had dreamt 
of feemed to be realized. She was accofted with kindnefs by the in* 
habitants ; fee was offered refrefement, and accepted it ; the kindnefs 
of her cementing manners 'engaged the affe&ions of fome of her own 
fex ; who, after fome moments repofe, led her to a numerous affembly, 
before one of the war-chiePs houfes, where the women were engaged 
Vol. IX. P in 
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in play ; fhe refolved merely to gratify her curiofity, by obferving the 
players ■, who had already fo far proceeded, that the intereft was become 
lively; fome of them having loft their girdles, broches, rings, and other 
ornaments. Obferving that the game was familiar to her, fhe deviated 
from her refolution fo far as to ftakefome trinkets, which fhe ftill found 
hanging about her, on the fuccefs of the . female friends - who had fo 
kindly conducted her to the place: till, entering with warmth into the 
paffions of the players, fhe fat down in the circle, and became herfelf 
one of the moft confpicuous.* She refolved however, to indulge her* 
felf only for a moment j but finding her firft attempt unfUccefsful, and 
wifhing to repair it, as fhe Was preparing herfelf for a- fecond difplay 
with redoubled ardor, fhe difengaged her mantle (o far as to difcover 
the fatal head. All was now murmur and altoniflimcnt. She arofe in 
confufion ; the head dropped from her bofom. She in vain attempted to 
regain it. Down the declivity of the hill it defcended, rolling on with 
an increafed rapidity, till it was received into the fiver that flowed below. 
There again her frantic exertions to recover it, proved flill unavailing. 
For by thofe who aUxidufly contemplated the fpeftacle, the head was 
obferved, as fhe approached it, gradually to affume the form of a bird 
fmce feldom feen, fave as the forerunner of calamity, whofe dufky plu- 
mage is fur mounted with a tufted crown of red feathers : while : the 
unfortunate purfuer became herfelf transformed into that fpecies of water- 
fowl fine'e vulgarly denominated the black-duck; a fpecies To defpifed, 
that it is never fought after but to be devoured as food,* and that 
only in feafons of extreme famine. 

Section 

* The women have" feven different games of chance or fleight, which they practice ; 
among the fedentary games the moft. common is a game of chance with peach or plumb- 
ftones, party-coloured by art. 

•f- The beak, claws and feathers of the eagle, the hawk, the raven,' and other birds, 
furnifh the Indians with distinctive badges, to which they attach their good fortune, their 
infeparable companions in battle, and which they call Implements of war. The fpoils 
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Section hi. 
THE FOXES, 

A COMIC FABLE OF THE INDIANS. 

The red fox and his kinfman the grey fox, entered into a treaty 
to hunt together, and it was agreed they fhould divide their labours. 
The grey fox was to provide for accommodation, and the red fox Was 
deftined for the chace. The red fox, knowing the country through 
which they were to pafs, inftrufted his affociate in the following man- 
ner. " As you proceed, you will obferve,. after a fhort day's journey, 
" a plain bounded by fome hills which lie towards the eaft; there you are 
" to flop for the night, make your encampment, and await my coming." 
They then feparated, each purfuing his particular deflination. The red 
fox, after a fuccefsful days hunting, repaired to the place of rendez- 
vous, but miffing his companion, turned back to meet and bring him 
forward. He found him after a long march, encamped at a fhort dis- 
tance from the place of their departure, on the ice, in the midft of a 
lake, in a fituation deftitute of wood, water and fhelter. The grey fox 
excufed himfelf by the difficulty of the country, which made the fhort 
diftance appear confiderable ; the fnow concealing the ice, he took the 
lake for a plain; and the high banks to the eaftward, the only thing 
like hills in fight, tallied with the directions he had received. The red 
fox fmiled at his fimplicity, and the other promifed to be more atten- 
tive for the future. " To-morrow night," fays the red fox, again in- 
ftrufting his companion, " we fhall take up our abode in a fnug wig- 
" warn, in the midft of the foreft, to the eaftward of the mountains, 
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of the black duck are probably not reforted to for this purpofe, as being a bird of ill 
omen. The bird they moft defpife is the turkey-buzzard, of the eagle's fize, but utterly 
imwarlike. 
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" proceed fecurely by the blazed path, and have every thing ready 
" for the evening." Early the next morning, the grey fox took his 
departure following the path very diligently, till he came to a place 
where the fires of the autumn had been bufy. After deliberating whe- 
ther he Ihould ftog, and wait for further directions, he took the refo- 
lution to proceed, and after crofling the burnt tratt, over afh.es and 
embers, luckily fell upon the blazed path on the other fide. This led 
him to a hunting encampment. From the fmoke he took it to be in- 
habited, or but lately deferted, and refolved in fuch a doubtful cafe, to 
venture on nothing without the advice of his friend. The red fox having 
reached the wigwam, was again difappointed in not meeting his afib- 
ciate. He travelled back along the blazed path, and after a tedious 
march, found him in a hollow tree, nearly oppofite the encampment. 
He perceived at once that his friend had miftaken the hunting camp 
for a wigwam, but it was now too late, and he was too hungry to 
turn back, he therefore began to reconnoitre. He looked through the 
crevices of the bark, and perceived a quantity of venifon hung up in a 
ftore-hut, the door of which was clofed. The light of the fire in the 
adjoining hut mining through an opening in the common partition, dis- 
covered an old man employed in preparing fupper for the hunters, who 
were not yet returned ; a fide of fat venifon hung upon a peg near 
the place where the old man was fitting. If he broke open the door 
of the hut, where the hoard was depofited, the noife would create an 
alarm, which might endanger his being taken ; if he attacked the in- 
habited hut, the danger was more imminent : he refolved upon his 
plan. He reprefented the attack of the old man to his companion, 
as a thing without hazard ; " feize him by the throat," fays he, " while 
" I carry off the venifon, and when you have throtled him to your 
" fatisfa&ion, follow me." The grey fox wifhed by a courageous ex- 
ploit, to retrieve his late errors. He attacked the old man boldly j 
furprize at firfl gave him the advantage: they rolled on the floor, in 
a fort of worrying warfare, till the poor £ok, finding he was likely to 
get the worft of it, by his fttperior agility with the help of the little 
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breath he had left, got out of his antagonift's clutches half ftranglecL 
So foon as the war was waged, the red fox without obfervation broke 
open the door of the other hut, and by the time the battle was ended, 
had fucceeded in conveying away feveral carcafes of venifon, and the 
fide of a fat bear. He rewarded his grey friend now by the Iofs of 
his long fur in many places turned white, with a part of the fpoils, 
after which they retired to reft. In the morning finding upon calcu- 
lation that the rich ftore of provisions he had acquired, would laft him 
individually a much longer time than if it were reforted to as a com- 
mon hoard, by two confumcrs, he put an end to the treaty: and the 
grey fox took his leave, indulging reflexions on the nature of red foxes 
and hunting treaties, till the night overtook him, hungry and exhaust- 
ed. He was then on the margin of a lake, where he obferved men's 
tracks in the fnow ; thefe conducted him to a hole in the ice, where 
the neighbouring inhabitants had fet a fifhing net; Curiofity led him 
to examine what fuccefs thefe people were likely to have, and having 
drawn up the net, fecured the contents, replaced it, and loaded him- 
felf with as many fifli as he could carry, after having devoured as 
many as he could eat, he returned by the fame way, taking care in 
his return, as he* had done in defcending, to march in the men's 
tracks, and make no fox-imprefiions in the foft fnow. After depo- 
fiting his flock, preparing to go to reft, he was accofted by a 
wolf; who led by the fcent, afked him how he came by his fifli, 
as he had all the indications of having made a wonderful great fifh- 
meal. " Brother wolf," fays the fox, who was afraid of his hoard, 
" come along with me, and I will fhew you how you may do as I 
" have done. You have only to go to the hole in the ice, to which 
" thefe tracks will conduct you ; fit down on the hole ; you are pro- 
« c vided with a much finer tail than mine ; thruft it deep into the water, 
" and continue there motionlefs for fome fpace of time; the fifh will 
ic at length begin to take hold; and as foon as you find by the weight 
" that you have a fufficient number attached, fuddenly draw up your 
"load, and you will have a rich repaft; by this method I took almoft 
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" as many as I could eat in a fingle hawl, your fuccefs mufl be much 
" greater." The hungry wolf liftened with avidity, thanked his bene- 
factor, and in a few moments placed himfelf in a fifhing pofition, with 
his tail in the water; where, notwithstanding the intenfe cold, he re- 
mained without motion for a confiderable time j expe&ing to find by the 
encreafing weight, the promifed indications of his fuccefs. At length, 
fuppofing that his feeling was deftroyed by the extreme cold, he refolv- 
cd to fee what he had caught : when to his great furprize, he found 
the hole entirely frozen over ; and his tail fo firmly enclofed in the ice 
that all his efforts to difengage it proved abortive. Every moment the efFeft 
of cold and hunger was decreafing his force, and adding ftrength to 
his fetters and the jefls of the fox {till added to his tortures. In the 
morning the countrymen arrived : who fecinrr (he bones and fcales of 
the fifli, which had been fcattered by the fox, and catching the wolf 
as it were in the faft, difpatched him with their hatchets, and after 
unprofitably drawing and reletting ' their nets, dragged the carcafe of 
the wolf to the fhore. The fox with the flefh of the wolf and his 
flock of fifli, lived luxurioufly for feveral days, but the vigilance of the 
countrymen now awakened, prevented his catching any more fifh; He 
had, however, other refources; he had already piclced up fome ftrag- 
gling geefe and outards, and had more than once vifited a rooft. But 
fearing the noife might alarm, he made a fafer attack upon the ftore- 
hut, where the provifions for the winter were preferved in a frozen 
ftate; and continued to live plentifully till approaching one night with 
his ufual caution, he obferved a man on the watch. The next day he 
invited a coufin of his friend the deceafed wolf, to partake of the fare 
he had left, and having excited rather than fatisfied his appetite, told 
him how he came by his dainties, and as foon as the watch was fet the 
next night, having offered his fervices as a conduftor, led the wolf 
to the opening of the hut, and retired. The alarm was quick- 
ly given, the opening was clofed, and the howls of the wolf 
foon fatisfied his condu&or that his' credulous friend was no more. 
Conceiving they had difpatched the marauder who had . fo long tref- 
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trefpafled upon them, the good people relaxed their vigilance, and 
the fox found means to renew his depredations. He continued them 
till the diminution made in feveral heaps of provifions told him that 
new fufpicions mufl arife to provoke new vigilance. Abandoning 
this fcene therefore, after picking the bones of the wolf, he purfued 
his journey without any adventure till he overtoook on a beaten road, 
a machine as large as a common wigwam; drawn by a' number of 
horfes, and conduced by two men. So foon as he obferved the men 
advance before, he took the opportunity of flipping behind and leaping 
into he waggon. There he lay perdu, the remainder of the day, feafling, 
and, when the night clofed in, collecting thofe articles which were moft 
to his tafte, dropped them down gently one by one upon the road. 
Satisfied with his fele&ion he finally leaped from the waggon him- 
felf collefted his fcattered booty, and retired to a place of fafety. 
He repeated this practice fo often, that the men who conduced the 
teams, ignorant of the thief but refolved to be on their guard, clofed up 
their waggon in fuch a manner that it was impoffible to gain admittance. 
He then bethought himfelf of the following ftratagem ;. he advanced by 
a bye way to a confiderable diftance before the team, and having rolled 
himfelf in the fnow, filled his mouth, ears, and noftrils, with blood, 
which he drew from a fre'fh wound in one of his legs, he laid himfelf 
down in the track where the waggon was to pafs, retaining his breath, 
cldfing his eyes, lolling out his tongue, and exhibiting every other fymptom 
of death. "A' Plucky chance," cries one oF the countrymen, as- the 
waggon approached the place, " A grey fox dead, we will fling him 
" into the waggon, and take ofFhis ikin when we flop to feed." The 
grey fox played his part fo well that he created' no fufpicions, and in a 
few moments found himfelf depofited agreeably to his wiflies. As he 
knew this was" the laft time he could poflibiy gain admittance, he made a 
moft provident ufe of the occafion, and eftefted his efcape juft before the 
Waggoners flopped to bait. Finding the dead fox gone and their provi- 
fions plundered, they were filled with aftonifhment. and after many wild 
conjectures, concluded this to be' one of Machi-Manitoos frolicks. The 
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(lore the fox had got, enabled him to live well for a "whole moon. He 
then told his ftory to one of his friends the wolves, and finding his re- 
fources nearly exhaufted, encouraged the wolf to adopt the fame expe- 
dient. The wolf was eafily perfuaded ; he lay down perfonating death in 
hopes of a rich recompence ; when the waggonners forewarned, obferving 
him almoft in the fame fpot where they had been impofed upon by the 
fox, fevered his head from his body, as a juft punifhment for his in- 
tended fraud, and as his fldn was of no value, drove their team' over him 
and left him. The fox waited till the road was clear, ond then drawing 
the body afide as his perquifite, reforted to it from time to time to fup- 
ply his neceffities. Obferving, as he pafled along on his road homewards, 
a hollow tree, where he had reafon to believe there was good ftore of 
honey, he addreffed himfelf to a hedge-hog fortunately at handj and 
expreffed his wonder that he whom the great fpirit had armed with a 
thoufand prickles, to defy a thoufand flings, fhould fuffer fmall bees to 
eftablifh hoards as it were in defiance under his nofe. The porcupine felt 
the infult, briftled up his quills, and was foon introduced by the fox into 
the hollow tree. The nation was immediately in arms. Every warrior 
rufhed forward to puniih the invader. The remoteft inmates haftened to 
the fcene of aftion. While the conteft was yet undecided, the, fox feizing 
the moment of uproar, pierced the bark on the fide oppofite to the open, 
ing, and carried away unperceived in fecret triumph, the prize they were 
bufy fighting for. Proceeding with his treafures, he was feen and envied 
by a young fat bear, whofe inexperience was equal to his love of honey; 
*' coufin fays the fox I have no honey to fpare, but if you follow me and 
venture for it, you may have your fill". The bear followed him to the 
bottom of a high and fteep cliff. There fays the fox is a rich treafure 
pointing to a wafps neft of great fize, which was fufpended from the 
rocks near the top of the precipice, but you have neither agility nor 
courage to attempt it. The bear piqued at being thought lluggifli, in- 
ftantly clambered up a tree, one of the branches of which approached 
the cliff and flinging himfelf with violence againft the neft, which 
he grappled with his paws, difengaged it from its faftenings, and fell 
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with it to the ground. Ten thoufand wafps immediately attacked him ; 
his howls re-echoed from the rocks, and alarmed the foreft j the flings 
acutely piercing his bruifed body, infufed their poifon into his veins, and 
he was foon numbered among the foxes victims. The fame of this exploit 
fpread through the foreft, and at length, came to the ears of the panther, 
who invited himfelf to eat fhare of the bear. Brother fays the fox, who 
did not much like the looks of his gueft, " I have a nobler prey in flore 
" than a bears cub, one worthy of you j a young horfe highly fed that 
" lies dead in the pafture, but fo near his mafters habitation, that if we 
" attempted to cat him where he lies, we fhould be obferved : I endca- 
" voured laft night by tying my tail to his, to drag him into a fafe place 
" in the woods, but after nearly pulling off my brufh, I was obliged to 
" defift. Would you but lend your tail for fuch a fervice, a tail fitted by 
" its length, its flrength, and the pliant joints at its extremity for pow- 
" erful exertions, we fhould enjoy a feafl in comfort, which now only 
" excites envy." The panther yielded to the inftances of the fox, and 
was led by him to a favannah where a horfe lay extended on the graft. 
The panther turning his hinder parts to the horfe without much obferva- 
tion fuffered the fox to proceed, who having tied the tails together in fuch 
a manner, as that no force could loofe them, cried out to the panther, now 
brother my work is. finifhed, yours is to begin. The panther fet him- 
felf to pull with fuch effeft, that he dragged the horfe feveral paces. 
His violence was fuch that it awoke the horfe, who had been all this 
time fail afleep. The affrighted animal finding himfelf reflrained, was in 
an inftant on his legs. The courfe of things was quickly changed. The 
horfe galloping at full fpeed, now dragged the panther, at every turn 
lafhing him with his heels. The aftonifhed panther writhing round to 
feize the limbs, and flanks of the horfe, at once terrified and provoked 
his antagonift, and expofed himfelf to gafhing wounds. At one moment 
his loins were affailed by the battering hoofs, at another his head and 
twilled folds of his neck. His paws would fometimes grafp, and his jaws 
encompafs the hams and legs of the horfe, but the horfe's brilk and bound- 
ing movements varying every moment, foon difengaged them from the 
Vol. IX. Q^ grafp. 



grafp. The conteft was long though unequal. - The panther that never 
yields, fupple, fierce, enduring; all over full of life, feemed to revive 
the combat after the dalhing ftrokes of the horfe, appeared to the 
have compleated his definition. The fox, at length, having, by an un- 
ufual noife,. turned the courfe of the horfe among fome rocks and trunks 
of fallen trees, the repeated fhocks and lacerations to which, the panther 
was thus expofed, extinguished all remaining fpairks of life. The grey fox 
proud of his exploits, invited the red fox who was juft then returning 
from his expedition to feaft on the flelh of the bleeding panther. The 
red fox complied, referving fome better food which he had brought with 
him, for a time when there would be no invitations. Still preferring his 
advantage over his ancient ally, well knowing that whatever pretentions 
to fupcriority his friend might have among the other tribes, he could never 
rank high in the nation of foxes. 



Section iv. 

AN INSTRUCTIVE FABLE OF THE INDIANS. 

The wolf, glutted with the blood of the dam, fpared the fawn for 
a time. It was of a very tender age, and milk-white ; He was diverted 
by its innocent fports, and foon became fo dazzled with the beautiful 
whitenefs of its ikin, that he wiftied for nothing fo much as to ex- 
change his wolf's garb for a coat of the fame colour. He communi- 
cated his wilhes to his uncle the fox, who affured him, that at the 
expence of a little pain, the thing was eafy ; he had only to fetfire 
to the trees, which the laft ftorm had blown do wn> and fo foon as the 
flames were at their height, pafs rapidly from one end to the' other, 
between the rows, and he would certainly come out milk-white. The 
wolf, defpifing the pain, got every thing ready; but from his eagernefs 
to improve his beauty, having begun to run the gauntlet before the 
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flames had arrived at the fox's pitch, he came out at the further end 
neither milk-white as he expe&cd, nor fcorched to death as the fox 
expe&ed, but half fuffocated, and without a pile of hair. The fox 
who, while the bufinefs was depending, had been employed' in ogling 
the fawn, as foon as he faw his nephew appear not above half roafted, 
thought it a convenient time to decamp. The fawn, caught by the kind- 
nefs of the wolf, omitted to improve a thoufand opportunities which 
the wolf's weaknefs afforded her, to effect an efcape. The moons 
kept their pace, the wolf gained ftrength, the fawn grew in ftature, 
and their confidence in each other encreafed. The wolf's friends ob- 
ferving the fawn's growth, and the wide range he permitted her to 
take, taxed the wolf with his imprudence. " Do you imagine," cries 
the wolf, "T am weak enough to think that this fawn which I 
have reared up to deer's eftate, in habits of obedience, will after fo 
" much experience of me, dare to play tricks ? your fears make you 
''feed upon half-grown fkeletbns, and tremble at fhadows. I judge better j 
" If I let a day pafs, after this rawboned fawn fhall have added flefti 
" to ftature, then impeach my wifdom." The wifhed-for day at length 
arrived, and ' all the beads and birds were, fummoned to partake of 
the wolf's feaft, the fox alone excepted. The wolf confulted them 
-about the diftribution of the parts. To one the tongue was afligned, 
to another the heart, to another the hoofs, and by common confent the 
dung was allotted to the turkey-buzzard. The deer alarmed at the 
debates, feeling her ftrength, and recolle&ing the fate of many a hind 
and Caribou of her own plump qualities, fuddenly betook herfelf to 
flight: and juft as the council had completed the divifion of her limbs, 
the news was brought that fhe had been feen ufing them very nimbly 
in bounding acrofs the plain, and was at that moment entering the woods. 
" She is taking ,her accuftomed range," cries the wolf," it is her daily 
praftice, ftie will prefently return." The panther advifed fpeedy mea- 
fures, and offered his fervices ; the bear and his friends were afraid 
to truft him ; the hare took the fearful fide. Thus, while the wolf 
indulged his hopes, and others their jealoufies, the time for .an effectual 
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purfuit was fuffered to pafs unimproved, and the guefts difperfed growl- 
ing and hungry. The wolf recovering from his dream, at length hit off the 
fcent, and fet himfelf, in good earned, to recover his prey. He proceeded 
without coming to fault, till he arrived at an extenfive clearing in the 
woods, where the men were employed pitting their corn. Forgetting 
that his depredations had made them his enemies, he prefumptuoufly 
foficited the good offices of thefe men to difcover the deer, which they 
had the moment before hid in one of the pits, for the purpofe of frus- 
trating his purfuit. The advice he received from them his confi- 
dence led him to adopt, and, of courfe, he was led aftray. The 
white deer refrefhed, and honeftly counfellcd, proceeded through 
a fafe trait of the foreft ; and having arrived at and croffed a rapid 
river, polled herfelf upon an overhanging cliff on the oppofite fide. 
The wolf, after prowling long in vain, was at length brought to his 
fcnfes, and now refolving to purfue the very oppofite path to that he 
had been advifed to take, again fell upon the fcent ; and urged the chace 
with fuch fpeed, that he reached the bank of the river directly oppofite 
the white deer's cliff, before fhe had quitted her ftation. Her image 
reflected from the cliff, realized the objeft of his purfuit. The curl- 
ing motion of the waters, transferred by him to the reflected image, 
he miftook for the diftortions of laughter. Inflamed by the fuppofed in- 
fult, alhamed of his paft errors, and refolved now at length to preclude 
all poflibility of efcape, he plunged headlong into the water, grafping 
the fhadow of the deer already devoured in imagination. A pointed 
flint concealed under the furface, received the whole weight of his de- 
fcending fury. Stunned by the fhock, he was incapable of refitting the 
force of the current, which foon fwept him down the neighbouring 
rapids, and relieved the trembling fawn from her enemy, at the very 
moment of his moft determined vengeance. The white deer departed 
from the cliff, fecure from immediate danger, yet folitary and friendlefs : 
but foon after, taking fhelter under the branching antlers of a young 
male of her own fpecies, fhe exchanged the fawnings of the wolf, for 
the endearments of a protector. 

Section 
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Section v. 

FABULA QUiEDAM INDORU1VL 

In oris Ontario finitimis, juxta promontorium, ifthmi fpeciem exhibens, 
quinque fratres ex gente Miffifagum orti, caftra juncina pofuerunt. Con- 
junftiilimi fratres, fratris natu maximi confiliis utentes; qui, ut annis, fie 
fama fapientiae antecellebat. lis nee boves campeftres*:, nee damae epulas, 
fed mufquofasf et rari pifces, durus vi&us. Regiones ultra ifthmum pofi- 
tas cseteris penetrare cupientibus, frater dux, Machimanitoolim propitiato 
inftru&us, copiam eundi recufabatj regiones lsetas, equidem, fed peri- 
cula certa demonftrans. Tandem, illo abfente, e fratribus duo, prsedam 
qujerentes, fcopulum in promontorio ad finem terrce pofitum, excelfum, 
fpeculatorium, confeenfi, novam regionera oculis percurrunt. Secura omnia 
vident j delicias certas, famam periculorum; mendofam jndicant. Caute 
auribus ere&is, terras prohibitas invadere conftat. Nee mora,, tranfgredi- 
untur limitem. Illic vise patentes, necinfidiis infeftae, pampinis veftita ne- 
mora, fontes, opes apum, mintamina,| damarum armenta, ubique fpeftan- 
tur ; nee defunt caflorum veftigia, nee hofpitium deeft : nam eishasc ftu- 
pore quodam animi . fpe&antibus apparet foemiha, regionis domiha, qure 
blandiffime. novos hofpites aggrediens, manu porrefta fignum dabat ami- 
citias. Erat autem. forma,, pulcherrima.juventutis donis florens, benevo- 
lentice indiciis inftrufta, dulciffimi amoris ridentibus oculis difpenfatrix. 
Timori nullus locus, incaluere juvenes, atque appropinquabant. Monitus 
verbis, junior fratrum. e locis ftatim recedit, juiTus poftridie fecretis viis 
in felicem regionera redire. Abiit amore captus, mifer, duleem fibi reditum 
fpe&ans. Frater autem felix reginam adit, affatur ; et circumdatus teneris 
formofoe lacertis, viciilim ampleclitur, et ad amoris ritus fe parat. Ex- 
quifito quodam voluptatis fenfu haftenus a juvene inexperto, celebrantur 

* Buffaloe. <f Muflc-rats. % Indian corn. 
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ritus. Sed nova amoris conditio, nam figitur amplexus recedcntis 
juvenis, qui a vi quadam ignota fentit fe teneri et attrahi. Corpus autem 
medium et csetera membra, in membrum illud inclufum transfufa et fen- 
fim transformata, in fedem fcemineas voluptatis tranfeunt, et reconduntur ; 
et recondita non redeunt, fed corpus foeminfe totum virum pedetentitn 
abforpfit. Perit juvenis ; nee vox nee forma manebat. Sed, res prorfus 
mirabilis, ex pabulo novo corpus foeminas nee grandior nee auction 

Poftridie qui lugens evaferat e fedibus vetitis frater, redibat gaudens. 
Ruit in delicias. Commiflb praelio amoris, quae fratri, eadem gaudia, vifto 
eadem fata. E fratribus tertius qui pro fuis timens, promontorium tranf- 
veftus eft, luit pcenas audactse. Quartus etiam, qui temere dtfiderio fra- 
trum motus, ifthmi regkmes invadere aufus, idem imprudentice fruc- 
tus. Paucis ab hinc diebus, frater natu maximus domum redux, ex- 
tindos focos, defertaque caftra, veftigia fratrum plurima invenit, recentia 
nulla. Audaciam et novitatis fitim caufas mali fufpicat ; certum fe red- 
dere -optans, donis placaturus, domum Macbimanitoi* petit confultor; 

qui 

* The different nations of Indians affign different fituations to this formidable manfion. 
The MiiEfafki, who are the heroes of this fable, have fixed it in the crater of a vol- 
cano, fituated about midway between Niagara and Toronto, fuppofed to be about fifteen 
or fixteen miles diftant from lake Ontario, in a difficult tract of country, known only to 
the Indians. The explofions of this volcano continued for many years ; a gentleman* 
now one of his majefty's fupreme Council in upper Canada, who has a houfe upon the 
little lake, near the road to Toronto, informed me that the explofions, repeated three 
or four times a day, and "fometimes oftener, gave fuch a fhock to the air, that the China 
upon the fhelves, and the furniture of his houfe often fhook violently. Brandt the Indian 
chief, compared the noife to the difcharge of a battery of heavy cannon. The explofions have 
ceafed ever fince the earthquake, which was felt fome years ago, and which deftroyed 
one of the cliffs, of Stedman's lfland, that feparates the two falls of Niagara. The 
Indians have an invincible objection to conducing any ftranger to this fpot. Brandt, 
though poffeffing influence enough to be «hofen chief of ,their nation, being himfelf a 
Mohawk, has often as he told me, folicited this in vain ; they believe, that the evil 
fptrit would follow the conductor, with his fignal vengeance, and perhaps exterminate 
their whole nation. Such is Indian fuperftition ! and ftrange to tell, there indubitably 
exifted a volcano, for a feries of years, in a ftate of explofion, in the center of his 
Majefty's pofTefuons in Canada, which none of his fubjects have ever yet been able to 
explore," fo as to afcertain its exact fituation. 
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qui propitius quccrenti occurrit. Ex illo ruinam domus extin&ofquc 
fratres lugens audit, nee narranti deed mifericordia. Sperri vindiftas, Ma- 
nitous, remediura doloris infpirat ; atque telum ingens, invi&um, quod 
potentiffimum habuit, in corbe magno ex viniinibus contexto, repofitum, 
prae fe ferens, in terras infeftas, fupplice fubfequente, hoftili hocce ap- 
paratu inftructus, citato pede contendit* . Vidit nee erubuit cordata fce- 
mina, nee magnificum malum evadere tentavit ; fed novis artibus,. asqua- 
lem fefe preftituram novo huic bello confidens, fortiter fe vulneribus ex- 
pofuit. Loco fiat firmus Manitous, et fie impetum reginje, quje faltu 
pedibus corbe deje&o, in telum ruebat, excepit. Ilia per aera fublata, 
fufpenfa, et ufque ad cervicis nexum et medullas penetrata, non penitus 
trahsfixa, inter voluptatis et cruciatus limites .: divifum habuit imperium. 
Per decern dies noftesque, terra, inta&a regina punfto fufpenforio agitata 
et circumvoluta, teli injurias fuftinuit. Undecimo autem die mane ten- 
tigine et impetu et vulneribus, oppreffis viribus, Iafiata, pecnas luens libi- 
dinis, vitfe expers, in tcrram occubuit. Sed nee in ilia gens tota periit : 
defun&s nulla proles, forores fuperflites. Lafcivas non terret fors fororis, 
Juvenes cavete. 

Such are the amufements of men, whom fome have been led to con- 
fider, as limiting their pleafures to the gratification of animal appetite, 
and incapable of mental enjoyments. Whether the models upon which 
the Indian imagination works, have been drawn through circuitous chan- 
nels, from more refined fources, I cannot with a pofitive certainty affert 
or deny. My firm conviction is, that their tales and fables, and the 
whole play of their fancy, are original.* The power of inventing and 

embellifhing 

* Mr. M'llvray and Mr. M'Kenzie, who have redded many years among "the north- 
•weltern Indians, affure me, that the paflion for fictions and tales is univerfal among all 
thofe tribes. Though, from their accounts, I am induced to conclude that the imagina- 
tion is lefs cultivated, and its productions more rude and monotonous, than among those 
Indians, who acquire fubfiftence with more eafe, and inhabit a more genial climate. 
Thefe gentlemen are two of the partners of the Canadian north-weft company, who not 
content with having already enriched geography by important difcoveries, have lately 

added 
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cmbellifliing Mions among them, ftamps a character upon the indivi- 
duals who poffefs it, even at this day, not unlike that of the minftrels 
and early poets. In the Miami nation there is a chief (till living, who 
bears the name of the fabulift, (literally the lying chief,) from his ex- 
celling in works .of amufement and invention. The fubje&s, the tex- 
ture, 

added a noble appendage to their ettablifhment as Indian traders, an aftronomer and geo- 
grapher, furmfhed with fit inftruments, and attended by proper afliflants. Mr. M'Ken- 
zie as one of that company, explored the great northern lake calkd Slave-Lake, by 
Hearne confounded with the Arthapefco, and defcending from thence, by a river, which 
will ever tear his name, followed its courfe, uninterrupted by falls, for a diftance of 
feven hundred miles down to the northern frozen ocean. Two years afterwards, taking 
his departure from his eftablifhed winter ftation, on the river of Peace, one of thole 
which fall into the Arthapefco river, he proceeded afcending the ftream toward its fource 
to the great weftern chain of mountains, from their fparry rocks, called the ftony moun- 
tains ; and transporting his canoe and inftruments acrofs the ridge, defcended into one 
of the ftreams on the weftern fide, which conducted him into a^river of confiderable 
magnitude, running in a fouth-weft direction. This he followed for many days, but 
finding from its courfe, and the information of the Indians, that it would carry him Ca 
far to the fouthward, before its difcharge into the fea, as to render his return before the 
winter difficult, he laid up his canoe, deferted the river, and proceeded with his party 
confiding of one European, fix Canadians, and two Indians, by a direct weftern over- 
land courfe, through the territory of fome very troublefome native tribes, till he arrived, 
the firft who had traverfed the continent of North America, on the fhores of the Pa- 
cific ocean. About the fame *ime that Mr. M'Kenzie reprefenting a company of Bri* 
tifh Merchants was employed in -defcending the great river I have mentioned, from 
l he interior | Captain Vancouvre in the execution of his Majefty's magnificent plans 
for acquiring a knowledge of our globe, was entering it from the ocean. This is the Co- 
lumbia, by the Indians called Tacoutch river, whole embouchure lies nearly in latitude 
46, and which perhaps .pays a larger tribute to the Pacific than any other American 
river. I have in my poffeffion the obfervations of latitude and longitude, made by Mr. 
M'Kenzie, at and after his departure from Peace -River; I have alfo heard him relate 
with that Juodeily which fo much -diftinguifhes him, the particulars of his difficult three 
month's route. But I refrain from anticipating by more minute details, that account 
which I have much urged Mr. M'Kenzie to give to the public 4 and which will come 
more naturally, and with a greater intereft and effect, from his pea, the pen of a dif- 
eoverer. 

Since the above note was read at the Academy, I have feen the publication .of 
Mr. M'Kenzie's work announced. 
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ture, the manners, the images, the leffons taught, all confpire to fhew 
that their fables and tales are of native origin ; and the naivete, fmefie, 
and fpirit with which they are told, ftill more forcibly prove them to 
be the fpontaneous produ&ions of the foil. "Wherever any allufions are 
made to the cuftoms or inventions derived from the old world, they are 
decidedly to fuch only as every Indian may be acquainted with, either 
from obfervation in the European fettlements he has vifited, or from 
the report of the travellers of his nation. 

For thefe and other Indian productions, I am indebted to interpre- 
tation. It was always made in the prefence of my friendly chief, and 
immediately after his narration ; and I have this intrinfic evidence of its 
fidelity, that he took back the ftory from the looks and geftures of 
the interpreter, as I often anticipated its general features and the cha- 
racters introduced, from his manner of telling it. The interpreter was 
the chief's nephew by adoption, beloved as a fon, born of European 
parents, taken from the weftern fettlements in one of the Indian war- 
incurfions, educated among the Indians, ufing their cuftoms, and excel- 
ling in all their exercifes and fports, till chance brought him into an 
engagement where the party of Indians he fought with, were oppofed 
to a body of militia commanded by his elder brother ; who with a rifle 
ball fluttered the arm of his Indian adoptive brother, fighting by bis 
fide. Learning from a prifoner the nearly tragical fituation he had been 
placed in, he left the Indians during the continuance of the war, to 
return in times of peace, in a character which puts it in his power to 
exercife his benevolence towards them more extenfively, than if he ftill 
wore the Indian drefs. Mr. Wells, in this account of his conneftioa 
with the Indians, will reeognize his own communications. 
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Section vf. 



Some imperfect strictures on Indian language. 

The Indian languages, fnch at leaft as I have heard fpoken, arc 
pleafing to the ear. The Algonkin, ufed by various nations, from the 
coaft of Labrador to the country of the Chipaweyans, (Hearne's) nor- 
thern Indians, including the Caniftino tribes, and many to the weft- 
ward of the great lakes, is perhaps the mod polimcd, as it is the mod 
generally fpoken. This language is copious, and poflefles all the qua- 
lities that one wiflics for in fpeech;* from the lips of the women, in 

their 

* An attention to this and to other native languages, would, I think, have pre- 
vented many conjectural derivations of names, and many apparent mittakes which Euro- 
peans have fallen into. As this language prevailed on the Labrador fide, fo I find 
many traces of it in the names of places, far on the other fide of the St. Law- 
rence; and even in the united dates. The inhabitants of the Adantic coaft fpoke this 
language, a s I have found by various proofs. Mahingan or Wolf-IJland in the dif- 
trift of Maine, a name dill retained, is Algonkin. Cafko Bay, in the date of New 
Hampfhite, derives its name from the fame fource : Calfcou, in Algonkin means Her- 
ring-Bay, for l/k fignifies a herring, by the addition of a it becomes a verb, l/ha, which 
fignifies herrings abound ; and ia or ca prefixed, as in the Greek, exprefles the place 
where herrings abound : a defcription which is true of that delightful bay at this day. 
Kenebeck river in the fame didricT, is the river of fnakes, for Kenebec, in Algonkin, fig- 
nifies a fnake. Up this river was the the great paflage for the Indians into Canada, 
thr.ough a lake which lies "between its fource and the Chaudlere, that falls into the 
St. Lawrence. The real name of this lake is Mikantlc, or Panage-Lake, from Mlkan 
a paflage or way, marking its fituation and ufe ; now called without meaning, Megan- 
tick, as Ml/Jtsconl river and bay, Mijpmlfconl, every where blood, from being the feat 
of the wars between the Iroquois and Algonkin tribes, always hodile, have their name 
replaced in the lad Englifh map, by one utterly infigniftcant. Blk, Rock-IJland, in the 
river St. Lawrence, dill retains its name. ^uebeck, at fird better written Kebeh retains 
its name a little dilguifed. The didinguilhing feature of Quebec is the rocky cape, cal- 
led Cap Diamond, by a Jate traveller dated to be a thoufand feet high, but which is 
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their common intercourfe and difcourfes, it fccms a continuation of vocal 
founds, very little broken by confonants, and is breathed with a melody 

and 

in reality, by juft meafurement, four hundred and fifty. Now Kj/hcbii, in die language 
of the Algonkins, the inhabitants when the Europeans firfl invaded, fignifies the rocky 
cape on the river, a picture in a word. How the learned miffionaries, who have beea 
put to fuch fhifts to explain the name of S>uebeck, overlooked this obvious origin, it is 
difficult to fay. When I mentioned this derivation, and the only objection to it, the 
fuppreflion of the firfl fyllable, to my friend Pere Le Clere, he told me he thought 
Quebeck had efcaped very well, for that in the neighbourhood of the lake of the two 
mountains, there was a place called in Indian Knnzunk, or the fifhing place, which the 
French had changed into Quinae-Cbiens. Pere Charlevoix has expended much fruitlefs 
pains in inveftigating the origin of the name Iroquois given to the five nations. If he 
had confidered that the French, who gave them that name, firfl (lopped at Quebeci, 
and probably took the names and defcription of the Indians on the upper part of the 
river, from the Algonkins they met with below, he would have found a natural folu- 
tion of his doubts. Iroquoteft, he is an Iroquois ; Iroquoolachimsn, he fpeaks Iroquois ; 
fuch were the anfwers of the Algonkin Indians, to the queftions put to them by the 
French explorers, relative to their neighbours the five nations. Such is the language 
of the Montagnois Indians on the Saguenay river, below ghebeci, at this day. For 
explaining the name of Montreal, recourfe muft be had to the Iroquois. Ononto in then- 
language fignifies a mountain,.- the particle to beautiful being added, makes Onontbio the 
beautiful mountain. But Ononthio figuratively ufed is alfo the name of a great chief or king. 
The French tranflated the name, but adopted part of its original and part of its' fi- 
gurative fenfe in their tranflation, fo as to make it Mont-real, the Royal mountain. The 
Ohio takes its rife in the Seneia, (an Iroquois) country, and bears an Iroquois name. 
Ohio! is an exclamation which fignifies Lo beautiful! We have preferved the original 
name ; the French have tranflated it, for they call the river la belle riviere. The Iro- 
quois language feems to give a rational origin to the name of Canada. Scanada fig- 
nifies a lake or place covered with water. When we recollect that this country furnifhes 
a water communication with the fuperior lakes, by Niagara and lake Erie ; another by 
lake Toronto and Machidaci, and a third by the great atawa river, and the lake of the 
Nipicifi'mi or watermen. When we obferve how the fpace between Ontario and the 
ttawa river abounds with fmall lakes : when we find to the north-eafl of the St. Law- 
rence, lakes and rivers innumerable communicating with its waters by fhort portages i 
when we furvey the lands on the fouth-wefl of the St. Luwrence, held by the 
French as part of ancient Canada : where the Oneida, the Onondaga the Cayuga 
and tbe Seneca lakes form a chain of water communications, while lake Champ- 
lain and its bays, and the Chaudiere, the Saguenay, and many other rivers and lakes, 
open the country nearer the fea. It does not feem extraordinary that this An- 
gular country, every where permeable by canoes, mould be called the country of waters. 

R 2 I prefer 
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and fbftnefs not unlike the fweet low notes of birds. In the mouths 
of the men, it commands a compafs of the wildeft variety ; as if they 
had followed the courfe of their own great rivers, copying as they ad- 
vanced, the liquid founds of their fmooth fwift waters, their murmurs 
and broken noifes, the hollow fwell of the furge, and the refounding 
of the cataract. In reality, their defcriptions and animated difcourfes, 
borrow correfponding expreffive tones from all that fpeaks forcibly and 
feelingly in nature; arid if my conception be right, the Greeks them- 
felves can fcarcely furnifli any thing more fonorous, nor the Italians more 
loft. I wifh I could make the Indians here fpeak :* if I could, I am 

perfuaded 

I prefer this derivation to the laboured attempts to derive its name from the Spanifh. 
Capo tit Nada, Cape Nothing, fay tlic learned mifiionarics, is the origin of the name of 
Canada. I have here interpofed fome derivations from the Iroquois, whofe language 
and the allied tongue of the Hurons, form the only interruption to the dominion of 
the Algonkin, in the direcl: line of afcent from the coaft by the way of the lakes, 
into die interior. Above lake Ontario we find the wandering tribe called Miflifages, pro- 
perly Miflifakis, which fignifies the difperfed over the land, the French, I believe, called 
them gens de terre : the famous ifle of MhhilimaUna, literally the great "Turtle, from its 
refemblance to a floating turtle : lake Michigan, or the great lake : the Outagami, or 
Fox river : the Ilinois, or the river of the men : the Mifft-ftpi or -wandering river, or the 
MiJJi-Jtpi, Turiey river, from m'ifjifjie a wild turkey, which there abound ; or Mitchijipi, 
\the great river, the common Indian name : the Malomini, or wild rice nation, from ma- 
lomin, wild rice, which abounds in their country, improperly called by the French folles 
avoines, the wild oat nation, and in our late beft maps, called Monomonh, improperly, 
alfo, as I conceive. Above Lake Superior we find Nipigan, the clear water lake, or 
the fleeping or fmooth lake, or perhaps the lake of death : for nipt fignifies water, nipa 
fleep, and nipt death. Mitigan, . properly tranflated the lake of the woods, from 
mitig wood ; and the tinipi, called Winipig, which receives the waters from the ftony 
mountains near the Pacific, to deliver them to the fetters of the frozen fea of Hudfon ; 
and which, in the language of the Algonkins, near the Atlantic, is one of the names 
for the ocean. 

* Were I called upon to give examples of French or Italian poetry, without re- 
curring to their poets, I fhould recolIecT: the fate of the Ermenonville Engliih Infcrip- 
tions, and the French verfes of the Germans, and at once decline the tafk. The In- 
dian lyre is yet unftrung : how then attempt to guefs at its mufical compafs, or difcover 
its poffible tones? Conceiving they may ferve to gratify curiofity, I fet down here 

fome 
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perfuaded I fliould efcapc the ordinary cenfure, that unqualified praife 
is the ofFspring and betrayer of ignorant admiration : but it is impoffi- 

blc 

fome lines which I wrote in Canada, not as Indian poetry, but as an arrangement of 
Indian words, v/hh fome regard to meafure, which will, at all events, furnifh the ground, 
work for a few remarks on the language. I have fubjoined the import of the word? 
in the order in which they ftand. 

Kinoze Niagara, kss kifis, saiaafsang 

Sublime Niagara your father (is) the fun, lightnings 

Ming«fe, mochikindam, nipagan kivanike ; 
Impetuous, exulting, your bed excavated ,• 

Kich-kichi-gami sinenti Chinquichinaban. 
The great ocean therein laid her down. 

Kin oguin tapia, ki tapi Oguin Awanek;* 

Tour mother Jhe is, you are the parent of exhalations; 

Kineio Mindokanek aaffeiak Konia Kijik 
Tour dews Jhine the Jiher of heaven ; 

Seguisi ki Animiki, gai fakia ki Onagwan. 

Fears you the thunder, and loves you the rainbow . 

The chafm at Niagara, the fubjecl of the above lines, which receives the waters of 
four immenfe lakes, in its abyfs, at firft fight ftrikes the imagination as the flupendous 
work of fome caufe ftill in operation, manifesting its powerful agency by the vibrations 
of the earth, and the continued concuflions of the air. The vapours and exhalations 
of the tumultuous fea buried in the abyfs, collecting in volumes beneath, and afcend- 
ing from the chafm in fleecy purity, cloathed with light, as it were in a ftate of fplen. 
did refurrecYion, exhibit dazzling pictures to the eye ; and as they rife into the higher 
regions of the atmofphcre, difplay the moft beautiful work of fecondary creation, the 
formation of clouds: which (lowly fw:lling with the vapour, now almoft aerial, after 
lingering for a time over their fource, at length gradually break the filvcry filaments 
which held them, and are drifted into the expanfe, making way for fucceffive arid ftill 
fucceeding creations ; thus peopling fpace with form, and decorating the ftarry heavens 
with fubordinate fplendors. Thefe gave the firft awful and fi'blime iroprefTions, I was 
eonfeious of in viewing Niagara. For a moment the cliffs, the fails, the vapours, the 
clouds, the illuminations, the thunders, feemed to me one harmonious accord of blended 
pictures and founds, manifefting and proclaiming aloud, in the colouring and language of 

nature, 
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blc to perl'uade an Indian to repeat deliberately, fentence by fentencc, 
and word for word, thofe compofitions which his rapid imagination bo- 
dies 

nature, "The heavens and the earth are indiflblubly connected ; thefe are their bright 
" bonds ; behold the fountain of the clouds, here the fecrets of creation are difclo- 
fed, the veil is withdrawn." Till the firft folemn and commanding emotions are paft, 
the mind is too full of the effecT: to pafs with a capacity of enjoyment to the de- 
tails. Curiofity muft be fufpended ; the fcene muft be abandoned and revifited again 
and again, before you are left free to analyze it, to feparate the awful from the mag- 
nificent, and to contrail the beautiful with the grand. At times Niagara feems to 
fufpend its operations and to repofe. Its thunders become fullen founds ; its evapo- 
rations, fcarcely furmounting its cliffs, fade into air ; no dazzling illuminations, no for- 
mation of clouds ; till again, of a fudden the great work is refumed, as if the genius 
of the place were roufed. Day after day, and let me add night after night, ftirniili 
new and furprifing varieties, livery change in ihe fludows, in the weight of the at- 
mofphcrc, in the mafs of waters, in the illuminations of the fun and moon, (tamps Nia- 
gara with greatly diftinguifhed features. For feveral weeks I vifited and explor- 
ed, and almoft dwelt upon its fcenes, feldom without obferving fomething which 
I had not before attended to, and never for a moment without a rich recompence. 
But I have wandered to things from words, of which the following (hort collection 
prefents many which are harmonious and expreflive, whatever may be the errors of 
their arrangement. 

Makua" Ifpatina, Inini Saki't Otayna, 

The bear the mountain, man loves the peopled village, 

PafTetina Befheki, gai Sagaegan Wabifi ; 

The extended plain the buffalo, and the 'wide lake the fwaa'f 

Papimifli Omimi, Nanakaeffi naktma, 
Flits on the wing the dove, echo repeats, 

Pepezigoganzi tattabbe jnmouffi Popufqua. 
The animated horfe bri/kly bounds over the plain. 

I mall make ufe of thefe eolleB'tons of -words to convey by reference a few obfervations 
upon the nature and ftructiirc of the Algonkin tongue. Note I, ICs in the firft line 
of the firft collection, is a compound ; ts fignifies ;i father, its your father, nas 
my father, sous, his father, by the junction of the particles ni ki and o, properly 
perfonal pronouns, often ufed as pofTeflive. Note 2, lifts (the fun) in the firft line, dc- 
iika fignifies night, and debika-kifts the moon, the fun or luminary of the night -, hence 

iifis 
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dies forth, and colours as it were on the wing. If it was attempted, 
it would probably no longer be the fame glowing pifture. Even then 

orations, 

&!/is is ufed to denote a month, (a moon) as mbihon-hifis, May, the month of flowers: 
The heavens, as the feat of the great luminary, are called (from hifis the fun) lijii, 
a word which occurs in the fourth line : the /ley, as it is the boundary of fight, 
is called ifpimink, more commonly fpiminh, the high bank, or boundary on high, for 
i/pi fignifies high, and gamini a bank or* border; and in compofition the firft fyllable 
ga is funk. I was pleafed with the Indian name for the milky way, Tchipai-mihan, 
the way of the dead or departed fpirits. Note 3, The laft word in the firft line 
properly fignifies lightning in aBion ; it is derived from vqffeia, which denotes brightnefs. 
aajfeiah, the verb which occurs in the fourth line, is formed from this fubftantive, by 
the addition of the fingle letter k . The changing fubftantives into verbs is conftant ; 
thus pipoon fignifies winter; hence pipoonichi, he winters in fuch a place. Pipoones is 
the plural of pipoon ; Mitajfo pipoones ten winters, hence mitaflb pipoonejjt, he is ten win- 
ters the Indian phrafe, that is years) old; thus making the whole fentence verbal, 
according to a fixed analogy. Note 4, Nipagan a bed, in the fecond line, . this is 
derived from nipa deep, Nipe fignifies death. Note 5, kkanike excavated, the verb 
is aanike, aaniian fignifies a cave, aanac a canoe hollowed out of a tree. Khanilte is 
the paft time of the verb, formed by adding ki to the prefent time ; for the pad time 
is formed by prefixing ki or gi, as the future time is marked by adding ga, accord- 
ing to an eftablifhed law. Note 6, Kichi-kkhi-gami the ocean, in the third line. 
Kichi fignifies great, kichi-gami the great water or lake, and by duplication, according 
to a fixed analogy, iicht -kichi-gami the ocean. Note 7» chinquichinaban me laid 
her down ; chinquichin is the verb, aban added makes the paft imperfeifl time, (as it 
is alledged) but certainly a paft time, according to a fixed rule of inflexion. Note 8, 
Sa&ia loves, in the laft line ; this verb illuftrates a peculiarity in the language. It can 
only be ufed fpeaking of a perfon or thing perfonified, when fpeaking of inanimate obje&s or 
animals, the fynonimous verbs, faghi or fakioo are ufed. Thus there are two claffes of verbs 
of the fame fignification to be applied to different claffes of objects, according to certain fixed 
rules. Note 9, in the fecond collection of words, ifpatina a mountain ; this is derived from 
ifpi high : i/pina fignifies to raifc on high ; ijpitina is fometimes elegantly ufed as a 
verb, to fay it mountains, (it rifes into mountains,) as we fay it thunders. Note 10, tva- 
■l/tfi a fwan, in the fecond line ; this is derived from •aiabi white ; ivaban or aaban 
fignifies the dawn or point of day, and wabano is the expreffive name for Lucifer 
or the morning ftar. Note 11, papimifjt he flits on the wing; phi fignifies a 
bird, pimijfe (as if it were piniffe) fignifies to fly as a bird, animiffi to fly on one 
fide, papimi/fe to fly hither and thither, to fport on the wing. Note 12, nakaoma 
flie repeats ; hence na-na-haoejfi the name for echo, where, by the repetition of the 

firft 
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orations, addreffed to the reprefentatives of diftant fovereigns and ftates, 
perifh as originals with the breath that gives them utterance, to live 
in inadequate tranflation. The familiar ufe of letters firft fixes founds, 
by introducing the eloquence of the pen : how then can I exhibit ex- 
amples of Indian fpeech ? I can form fome opinion of the elements of 
which this favourite language is compofed, for I have collected fome 
thoufands of their words ; but I know the difficulties of their diale&s, 
and the peculiarity of their idiom too well, to exhibit any thing of my 
own as a fpedmen. Indeed the attainment of any degree of accuracy 
or facility much lefs eloquence, in marflialling the words of an unwrit- 
ten language, muft be a work of induflry long applied, joined to a pe- 
culiar talent for the acqnifition of languages. I know enough of the 
general psinciplcs of this language, to fay that it is artificial, governed 
by eftablilhed rules and analogies, ambitious of elegancies, and admitting 
them. It derives naturally, it compounds forcibly, it forms diminu- 
tives, and poflefles the power of verbalizing not only nouns and ad- 
verbs, but even fentences, by the addition of one or two letters. Mif- 
fi-mijfi, every where,, mijji-mijjite, he is every where ; ka-mijfi-mijite, that 
which is every where, (the being which, Jills all /pace.') In the laft of 
which combinations, it is obvious that the ka occupies the place of the 
to of the Greeks. I have feveral examples of their verbs, which are 
regularly inflected by prefixed fyllables and varied terminations, without 
the aid of auxiliaries. Baron La Hontan has given one example in his 
travels, not complete in all the modes, but the only one I have feen 
in print. He has alfo given a fliort vocabulary of words, well felect- 
ed, mod of which are ftill in ufe, though his book . was printed much 

above 

firft fy liable, the power of echo feems to be exemplified. Note 13, ]>c-pez\gogan%i, pe- 
%igoga?izi is one of the names for a horfe. Pc-pezigognnzi, the firft fyllable re- 
peated, fignifies a horfe in aftion ; and by the very found teems to indicate his movements. 
To thefe very imperfect remarks I lhall only here add, that this language has a dual 
voice, and two ftyles or modes of fpeech ; one vulgar, ufed in ordinary difcourfe, 
the other ufed in council, and folemn narration, each diftinguiflied by its particular 
words and phrafes. 
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above a century ago. Carter, in his travels, feems to exhibit this as an 
original collection, for he has tranfpofed, though he has merely tran- 
fcribed the words, but without informing us that he is a tranferiber. 
From his omitting to add to a lift which folicited additions, I conclude 
that his knowledge of the language was limited. The view given by 
thefe writers, of the manners of the more civilized Indians, is lefs de- 
fective than any I have met with. Whatever paffes under the eye they 
have, in general, delineated faithfully. With refpect to almoft every 
other object, it is my opinion that Carter is deftitute of original merit. 
Lahontan knew the Indians intimately ; he ranks in a higher clafs, and 
has given fome infight into the Indian character, and the workings of 
the Indian mind. What is feen by a ftranger in a new country, is 
at the beft, but a pageant that amufes. Books and converfation open 
up the fcenes, and furnifh new lights ; till obfervation by their aids, 
ripens into knowledge. Among nations which have not the ufe of let- 
ters, the perfonal obfervation of the individual muft derive all its aids 
from a fmgle, often a difficult fource, friendly oral communication : ac- 
curate and important according to the characters and capacity of the 
perfons reforted to ; as the refults muft prove interefting, exactly in 
proportion to the value of the objects enquired after, and their power 
to gratify rational curiofity. 
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